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Houyaku Festival (Taishakuten Festival)

The Houyaku Festival that takes place in Kunisaki City's Koura district is-a
festival that originated from the Yoi Matsuri (a small festival the previous
night). of the Taishakuten Festival that takes place during the old lunar
calendar month of June, The Taishakuten Festival®! is carried out three
times a year (summer, sometime within autumn, and winter) with a
harvest festival of wheat in June, and harvest festivals of rice in October
and November. The summer festival is on the lunar calendar month of
June 17 and 18™, the autumn festival is held on the Gregorian calendar
month of October 17, and the winter festival on the lunar calendar month
of October 18", however these days the autumn festival is no lenger
carried out, and the winter festival takes place on the second Sunday of
November according to the Gregorian calendar. (The months of the old
lunar calendar are respectively one month earlier than the Gregorian
calendar.)

The Taishakuten Festival centers upon the Taishakuten Hall, which is
managed by the Jingu-ji Temple.*? The Buddhist priest of the Jingu-ji
Temple becomes the Shinto priest that performs various prayers for
abundant harvest and safe child birth, and when patrons clap their hands
together for prayer.during the sutra chanting they will surely come to think
of the world of Shinbutsu-shuge (the syncretism of Shintoism and
Buddhism).*? The summer festival in June of the old lunar calendar takes
place over two days with a small festival (Yoi Matsuri) taking place on the
17" and the main festival (Hon Matsuri) being held on the 18". The small
festival on the 17" (Yoi Matsuri) pays homage to the deceased with a

Taishakuten

This refers to the God Indra from a Buddhist legend in Indlia,
who is the ruler of the 33 heavenly gods. In addition, folklore
states that Indra battled with the evil god Ashura.

Within this legend, Taishakuten gives light as the sun god, and
makes it rain as the god of thunder in order for grains, trees,
and shrubs to be able to flourish. In this way, Taishakuten has
the resembling characteristics of a god, so the pious men and
women of the Koura district offer houyaku dumplings and
perform a dance for the deceased as offerings to Taishakuten
for safe child birth (and bountiful harvest).

(=N~

dance. In previous times, the danced was performed throughout the night
at the Taishakuten Hall, however these days the dance is performed in
front of the community hall.

The Houyaku Festival derived from a small festival (Yoi Matsuri) in June of

the old lunar calendar, which houyaku dumplings were made. These

dumplings are made in the shape of a man and woman's reproductive

argans from that year's harvested wheat, and has become to be known

by the local slang term Houyaku Matsuri (derived from the word tawaketa,

which means to act foolishly). One pair of the houyaku dumplings are

placed in the Taishakuten Hall as offerings and the rest are distributed

among the patrons of the festival. The wheat flour that is used to make

the dumplings is gathered by the commitiee leader from that year’s

harvested wheat. The autumn and winter Taishakuten festivals dedicate

an Obuppan (a small cup of rice prepared in a bowl with a pedestal) as an

offering.

1. The Taishakuten Festival seems to be carried out on a day with a full
moon. Even nowadays, the summer festival in June of the old lunar
calendar is held on the day of a full moon.

2. Jingu-ji Temple is located in Kunisaki City. It is one of the ten
Sueyama level Tendai Buddhist temples of Mt. Rokugo that were
founded in 718 by Ninmon Bodhisativa.

3. Sutra chanting is an act of Buddhism, and the clapping of hands
together is an act of Shintoism.
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An etiquette is performed before preparing the houyaku dumplings.
Despite the Taishakuten Festival being in the Jingu-ji Temple’'s Buddhist
hall, the presence of the small offering stand and hand clapping is
reminiscent of the Shinto ritual.
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The dumplings are boiled without any seasoning and only contain a small
amount of salt.

The phrase “| can live in sound health for one year” is said when receiving
the dumplings. (ichi-nen-kan-mu-byou-soku-sai-de-kuraseru)
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The Taishakuten Hall stands so that a room is annexed to a cave. This is

called an /waya (stone cave room) and is also one of the characteristics of
the Kunisaki Peninsula's Buddhist culture.

Houyaku Festival
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The houyaku dumplings are made with that year's harvested wheat flour.
In past years, the gentlemen would prepare the dumplings, and the ladies
would boil them, however these days they are made without relation to
gender.
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This is the Shinto shrine archway that leads to the path approaching the
Taishakuten Hall.

There being a Shinto shrine archway preceding the hall that enshrines
Taishakuten is certainly a characteristic of the Mt. Rokugo temples that
will also make you think of the world of Shinbutsu-shago (the syncretism
of Shintoism and Buddhism).
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In the Taishakuten Hall there are two enshrined statues, Taishakuten
(right), and Ninmon Bodhisattva (left), who according to legend, founded
the Mt. Rokugo temples.

HEmD

B EREXEOR TEMESNEZERD IS IRETHL
REORICEAEBLENSD ABOELEDICHERED
DEMEFZTESNTVET,

In the past, the Bon-odori dance was performed as an offering in front of
the Taishakuten Hall. Presently, while the event location has moved to the
front of the community hall, the Bon-odori dance has inherited the
accompanying sound of taiko drums as offerings of the festival.




J\‘f'?ﬁ%%’)@%h

IEFES’GH 1711 ﬁ?*') (F—F7%Y)

f‘_l. L

1 FRITHRE 1-&_;-((%%1{5&"*&% a)
ﬂﬁ%ggaé;ﬁmﬂzb%&ﬁm lh*‘ﬁazgfifr

2 R IJI-&H E-rabi:%s}é%&ba
F—YoETFIcfES N 2D ET,
SELURTIE, T4 Y (IEERY) AHHY LT E L 228, S FER L EAS
HYLTWET,

3. FiB4EE BRIOHFSO(ARAE)
il NET B DEBich Yot h—Y 2 FE2oL4 D, — 1%
R AL 7,

4. FEoRE WMhELA(DRER)

25 BRI TR D 2 2L £ 5,

LR R RSO T Mt i 2 L TH D . CofkEnL =
(FAIAN) A —Y7HFZE >TELE,

HE6H 18 H  A%D

1. F1BE FREXETIHE
(I, 32 R L 72 M X B s R I T S AT BRI A (e 4
R TEE T OET,

2. Fir2rE HLS(ARE)

FRK ORI (I, 8, BHEL MUK R R % — O d oy

A P

KBTI, = D OB IR R T2 DAL 7 N2 1L 37T

T HEAEMD ST o TOEL 1, (KOTRK LTI
TCCHRIRE T, BUABD) £7- . BNAD 2 L EA D 125 L
S RGN I3 BRI > T V£ L7, BT a1 il L X T
WET,

F—+ 7“) \ B zgﬂﬁﬁ

ERTERATRT mE!Lﬁ[Zﬁ“g'lzz‘S’— ~ =

Houyaku Festival Program

June 17" (Old Lunar Calender) Houyaku Festival (Yoi Matsurl)
1 . ~7:00 Banner Placement (Taishakuten Hall)

The Taishakuten Hall and the shrine road are cleaned, and banner flags are
placed around the hall and shrine road.

2 Mid-morning Wheat Flour Gathering

The wheat flour that will be used to make the houyaku dumplings is gathered
by the festival committee members.
“In past times a special role was given to someone for collecting the wheat
flour, however these days the group leader and committee members
gather the flour.

3. 16:00 Making the Dumpling Offerings (Community Hall)

Dumplings are made in the shape of a man and woman's reproductive
organs from the collected wheat flour and a pair are placed in the Taishakuten
Hall as offerings.

4. ~21:00 Dedication Dance

Dance for the deceased is performed in front of the community hall
*Previously, a dance for the deceased was performed throughout the
evening, and during the intermission the houyaku dumplings were handed
out to patrons of the festival.

June 18" (Old Lunar Calendar) Mam Festwal (Hon Matsurl)

1 . ~13:00 Prayers at Taishakuten Hall
The priest, the hall keeper, and local residents offer prayers to the enshrined
Taishakuten statue and Ninmon Bodhisattva statue in the Taishakuten Hall.

2. ~14:00 “Naorai” Feast (Community Hall)

At conclusion of the Taishakuten Festival, the priest, the hall keeper, and the
local residents that offered prayers each drink 180 ml of sacred sake (approx.
1 cup).

“In previous times, they would go to the residence of the person that
collected the wheat and eat udon noodles in the afternoon. These days,
this activity is divided among three groups that take turns every year
making udon noodles in the morning. (The Taishakuten Festival that takes
place in autumn will cook rice and prepare an offering “Obuppan” (small
cup of rice on a pedestal).
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