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Zenjou Festival

The Akane area residents’ solicitation to have the enshrined spirit of
Zenjou divided and shared(2) from the Kaku Shrine(1) is believed to
have taken place during the Meiwa period (1764-1771).

Zenjou is thought to have originated from Lord Takenouchi ,who was
enshrined and worshipped at the Zenjou Shrine. The Zenjou Shrine
was at first an auxiliary shrine(3) of Yusuhara Hachiman Shrine, but in
the year 869 it is thought that the former Bungo provincial governor of
eastern Kyushu transferred the shrine to the area of Kaku and changed
the name to Kaku Shrine.

After the spiritual division of Zenjou, the Akane area possibly first used
a small shrine for worship. Nowadays long, vertical flag banners(4) with
Request Zenjou written on them represent the articles to which Zenjou
is enshrined. An enormous bamboo torch is set ablaze(5) and raised
vertically, and ancient Shinto dancing and music are performed to pay
homage to these flags that represent Zenjou. In addition, the ritualistic
ascending and descending to and from the shrine(6), and the
ceremonial sumo maiches may also represent the offerings to Zenjou.
In any case, itis a festival that encompasses people's prayers to Zenjou

Lord Takenouchi

With regard to ancient folklore, Lord Takenouchi served
five emperors; Keiko, Seimu, Chuai, Ojin, and Nintoku.
He was a cabinet minister during the Seimu reign,
assisted the shrine’s Empress, and aided in the battle
with ancient Korea and the war with Lord Oshikuma of
Japan. As depicted in Japan's Record of Ancient Matters
and earliest chronicles, during the enthronement of
Emperor Qjin, Lord Takenouchi was regarded as the
ideal image of an ancient cabinet minister, furthering the
materialization of the emperor’s dynasty.
Lord Takenouchi is described as living a long life, and
according to the succession of appointed nobility of the
emperor’s court, he served office for 244 years.
There are various folklores regarding Lord Takenouchi
such as he had difficulty hearing and that he had an
interest in sumo wrestling.
*There are various pronunciations of the name Lord
Takenouchi (EPITETE).
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for an abundant harvest, the well-being of one’s family, and prosperous
business.

The festival is ten days, commencing on September 1st with the
displaying of the flag banners. The assembly of the large bamboo torch
begins around the 5th and continues until the day of the festival on
September 10th.

1. Kaku Shrine  Kaku Shrine is located in Oita City and holds the
Great Fall Festival from September 1st ~ September 11th.

2. Bunrei The act of dividing a sacred spirit from one shrine and
worshipping it at another shrine.

3. Sessha  An auxiliary shrine dedicated to a deity related to that of
a main shrine.

4. Noboribata Long, narrow, vertical flag banners used in festivals
and ceremonies.

5.Toumyo Light used to pay homage to deities.

6. Miyasagari The name given to the action of ascending and
descending to and from the shrine before and after the ceremony.
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The flags written with the words Request Zenjou are 3.5m tall and 80cm

wide and are believed to enshrine the spirit of Zenjou (Lord Takenouchi).
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There are six flags upon which various requests to Zenjou are written,

such as parishioner prosperity, family safety, and abundant harvest. =

These flags are carried up to the shrine in the same fashion as the
enshrined flags.
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This large bamboo torch is over 8m long. Dried branches and bamboo
are gathered, rolled together, and fastened with wire. Finally, vines and
bamboo are aesthetically wrapped and attached to the exterior. This
work is performed on the holiday near September 5th.
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These various sized long bamboo poles are used to vertically stand the
large bamboo torch during the festival. These poles are 5m, 6m, 7m, or
more in length and are used to push the large bamboo torch upward.
Once the large torch is vertically upright, these poles act as support in a
triangular fashion. The tips are sharpened with a hatchet and tied with
straw rope to prevent splitting.
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These small torches are more than 2m in length. These are particularly
used for illumination when ascending and descending the enshrined
flags to and from the shrine. These torches are also used to light the
main bamboo torch used in the festival.
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The sashi poles prod the underside of the lit end of the bamboo torch
while the supporting log is held perpendicularly by people under the
large bamboo torch, pushing upward to allow the sashi to further raise
the heavy torch upright.
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Akane Zen|ou Festlval Program

‘I . 13:00 Grounds Preparation

The preservation society plays a key role in the preparations of the grounds
for the festival. (The festival alternates every other year between Akane
Shrine and Kohata Shrine.)

2. 17:00 Shinto Ritual and Feast

Beginning with a Shinto ritual at the Akane public hall, a chief priest places plaited paper
streamers on a small sakaki branch and blesses the evening's festivities. Afterwards,
participants of the festival are treated to a meal called naorai, meaning feast.

3. 19:00 Offering of Tranquil Kagura

The Akane kagura descends from the Yebisu kagura of the Kakaji area in
Bungotakada (*Kagura is ancient Shinto music and danc:lng )

4. 19:30 Procession to the Shrine

In the old days, the Zenjou festival flags were physically carried by men to the shrine
grounds, but nowadays trucks are used to transport these large sacred objects. On
arrival at the shrine, the flags are enshrined upright on the left side of the main building.

5. 20:00 Raising the Torch

The large bamboo torch is rested on a stand and set ablaze. Long bamboo poles
called sashi are placed under the lit end of the torch and gradually push the torch
upward little by little working toward the middle until the torch is vertically upright.

6 20:45 Akane Vanguard Kagura

Ancient Shinto music and dancing act as offerings, creating a spiritual
barrier within the area illuminated by the torch.

7_ 21:00 Ritual Dance
The bon odori dance is perfurmed to comfort the soul of ZBFIJOU

8. 22:00 Festival Committee Selection

In order to determine who will be responsible for the next year’s festival, a
raffle is held selecting next year‘s committee.

9 22:15 Return Procession
Atfter the grounds of the temple are finished being used, the festival flags
are returned and enshrined in their origina! place at the Akane public hall.

10 22:30 Sake Offering and Feast

A gathering is held to offer sake to the gods. Zenjou was said to like sumo
wrestling, so in the old days when the feast was over and sake had been offered
to Zenjou, sumo wrestling took place in formal tatami rooms. For safety reasons
arm wrestling became the safer option, yet nowadays neither is performed.
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