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Nio statues enshrouded in a somber air at Kyusentoji Temple Ruins.
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Kunisaki Rokugo Manzan Culture

There are shrines, temples, and historical sites
throughout Kunisaki blessed in a rich natural
environment. They are places filled with energy,
enveloped in a pure air. The Kunisaki Peninsula is
the place where monks travelled to train from the
Mirokuji Temple, a Buddhist temple adjoined to
the Usa Jingu Shrine, about 1,300 years ago.

Rokugo refers to the six areas that radially
surround the highest peak on the peninsula, Mt.
Futago. The temples that were established there
were collectively known as ‘Rokugo Manzan,” thus
bringing forth the Kunisaki Rokugo Manzan
culture, a synchronization of Shinto and
Buddhism, referring to Shinto gods and Buddha

as one in the same.
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Monjusenji Temple

The temple is known for the proverb “Two heads are
better than one.” It is one of the three great Monju
temples in Japan and was the built in 648. It is believed
that drinking the ‘water of wisdom’ that springs from
the inner temple makes one intelligent. Many exam
takers make pilgrimage here to seek wisdom.
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Futagoji Temple

secasonal landscapes, from spring greenery to autumnal
foliage. It was established about 1,300 years ago by Ninmon
Bodhisattva, who was believed to be the incarnation of the
Usa Hachiman God. The temple presided over the Rokugo
Manzan culture as their head temple. Futagoji Temple is also
known for being favorable to women, and it is believed that
women who pray at the temple will be blessed with children.
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Zen Meditation Experience

Several temples in Kunisaki offer Zen meditation.
One’s body and mind can be relieved of stress as
they are refreshed by emptying one’s mind away

from the toils of everyday life.
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One of Kunisaki’s foremost temples delights visitors with its i s
\ j

Senpukuji Temple

It has a flourishing history as the head temple of
the Soto school of Buddhism in Kyushu, and has
a full scale Zen hall. The temple master will give
instructions on correct posture and manners.
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Unique Festivals

In Kunisaki, there are legends and
festivals relating to Buddha and Shinto
gods transforming into demons. The
Shujo Onie and Kebesu Festival are two
such festivals, in which one can
experience the traditions of the Rokugo
Manzan culture.
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Shujo Onie, mid-February

A festival to pray for health, longevity, and good
fortune. Visitors to the temple have their backs
and shoulders tapped by a demon who is said to
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bring good luck.
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Morotasan Shrine Otaue Festival

A comical dance accompanied by music
of gongs, drums, and flutes representing
farm work and rice planting.
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Akane Zenjo Festival

Long bamboo poles are used to raise a
giant torch to pray for good harvests.
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Yoshihirogaku Drum Dance

The performance of drum dances that are
performed at various rhythms.
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Imibetsu Shrine Autumn Festival and
Yabusame

A dynamic horseback archery event in
which an archer shoots at targets from
atop a galloping horse.
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The Grand Autumn Festival
(Kebesu Festival) of Kushiku Shrine,
October 14.

Legend has it that one’s prayer for health, longevity,
and good fortune will be fulfilled when one is exposed
to the ashes from the torch that is swung around by

the masked Kebesu.
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Stone Carving Culture

Stone carvings can be found throughout Kunisaki, as is evident by the
thousands of Buddhist statues, Nio statues with their unique facial
expressions, stone pagodas, and five-tiered gravestones.
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Nio Statues

(Kyusentoji Temple Ruins)

A rare example of a Nio statue having a
welcoming facial expression. They remain
unchanged at the historic ruins of Kyusentoji
Temple.
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Kunisaki Pagoda (Iwatoji Temple)
A stone pagoda unique to the Kunisaki area. The one

pictured above at Iwatoji Temple is listed as an Important
Cultural Property of Japan.
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Nio Statue (Futagoji Temple)
One of the leading examples of a Nio statue in
Kunisaki for its profound stature and powerful
presence. It is believed that touching its foot
will make one’s legs and back robust.
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Stroll along an entire town that is an art museum

Many artists have relocated to ‘Gallery Street’ in the Kunimi area. A place that was once the
center for maritime traffic in Kunisaki, where today, one can enjoy a variety of arts and
craftsmanships such as pottery, fabrics, bamboo, and woodworking. Designer cardboard
crafts, d-torso and Kunisaki’s Shichitoi rush grass can also be found in the town of Aki.
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@ A human-form mannequin
produced by d-torso, Aki
Corporation.

® A handmade stool using
Kunisaki’ s Shichitoi grass
and Japanese wood by
Kunisaki Rokugosha.
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© Pottery and ceramic figurines

created by Mark Shusaku O ' ERAL & HEiE

Nakano at La Paloma.

O Art screen by Konomi Wada, Z/hi.
displayed at the historical O EH AR B
gallery ‘Toinryo.’ FX.

© Japanese dry landscape O T EERE FBR=ZMKR", FTkl—
garden and gallery at Toinryo
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An Array of Delicacies from the Sea H S, MEIR X

The Iyonada Strait that flows on the eastern side R 4% [E 7R 2= B R M W98 5 3, = B N E 18 7 3%
of the Kunisaki Peninsula is one of the largest gy 4947, i T 5 4 B S MRS 2 & K
fishing ports in Oita. The turbulent waters from W 7 2R R A B £ 2 R B P 4 S T LI

the strait give the local fish their exceptionally firm
and oily qualities. Enjoy them along with one of

Kunisaki’s unsurpassed local sakes.

Kunisaki Gintachi
(Cutlassfish)

The cutlassfish is the largest
commercialized fish in Oita. It can
be enjoyed in a variety of ways,
including sushi and tempura.
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Local Sakes

Using traditional methods to produce
sakes with local spring water from the
mountains of the Rokugo area and
rice grown in the volcanic fertile soil
of Kunisaki.
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Kunisaki Himedako
(Octopus)

An octopus with characteristically short
and thick limbs. It has a slightly firm
texture and a subtle flavor that fills the
mouth with every bite.
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Kunisaki Oysters

Fresh Kunisaki oysters on the half shell.
Add a spritz of lemon to make them
complete.
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Kunisaki Peninsula Ridge Long Trail
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Nature as it is intended to be
The 137 km trail, based on the Rokugo Manzan Mineirigyo, a

practice that has been enjoyed since ancient times on the Kunisaki
Peninsula, allows one to experience a history that has been left
unspoiled for 1,300 years.

Enjoy the nature rich landscape as you walk along the beautiful
countryside, trails, and mountains that give way to amazing rock
formations and views of the ocean.
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d-torso (7% T fe4t)

d-torso (Aki Corporation)

Cardboard craft kits of animals and characters are so adorable that
they make one want to collect them.
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Local Sakes
The flavors of Kunisaki are proudly produced
from the fresh spring water of the Rokugo
Mountains and the rice grown in the volcanic
fertile soil using the skills and wisdom that
have been passed down for generations.
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Kiwi
Kiwi from Kunisaki are superb for their balance of
sweet and acidic qualities.
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Mandarin Orange
This smaller species of orange is known for its loose
peel and bold flavors.
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Shiitake Mushroom
Recognized as a World Agricultural Heritage area,

Basil, Olives*, Olive Oil*, Kunisaki Sunflower Oil**
shiitake mushrooms have a rich and earthly flavor. | . X

Excellent in pasta and pizzas, Kunisaki has the largest production
of basil in Japan. Farm fresh locally grown olives, olive oil, and
sunflower oil extracted from locally grown sunflowers in Kunisaki.
* Oita Agricultural Cooperative Kunisaki Division

* sk Kunisaki Ecosystem
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Kabosu Citrus
Its fresh aroma and gentle acidity are a perfect
complement to the fresh flavors of Kunisaki.
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‘Shichitoi’ is a precious commodity that is only grown in
Kunisaki. It has a pleasant scent and attains a deeper tone
the more it is used.
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The integration of forests, agriculture, and fishery systems
interlinking water reservoirs and sawtooth oak forests.

B [FH AR R O ROH @

FUA)

Kumsakl Pemnsula Usa Dlstl'lct Globally ImportantAgncultural Heutage System Hotel Bay Grand Kunisaki Kunimi Onsen Akane-no-Sato
2 o s - e e S R e, T O R L ot o T 5% w0 [§]%8 Bay Grandifi IS A 2

Sawtooth oak forest
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agriculture, and fishery systems, the
area along with over 1,200 reservoirs
boasts the largest sawtooth oak forest
in Japan providing the necessary
production of oak logs for the
cultivation of shiitake mushrooms.
Shichitoi grass and other commodities
unique to the area are made possible
by this interlinking of water reservoirs
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and sawtooth oak forests. This system F:lﬂl"en leaves
is recognized worldwide and became a |I_rc=|

Globally Important Agricultural
Heritage System in May 2013.
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Enjoy your time in Kunisaki City,

the sky gateway for the Oita Prefecture.
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From Shunan City,
Yamaguchi Prefecture.

EAMUNE)PSET
From Kitakyushu (Kokura) by car

Two hours via the Oita Airport Road
from the Higashi Kyushu
Expressway Hayami Interchange.
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Ferry from the Tokuyama Port.
Five return departures daily.
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Kunisaki City Tourism Office
2662-1 Owara, Kunisaki City, Oita 873-0511
Tel 0978-72-5168 Fax 0978-72-5173

www.e-kunisaki.com
www.GOkunisaki.com



